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In recording, with deep regret, the death of Thomas 
Skelton Harrison, one of its members (May 3, 1919), 
the Council of The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 
wishes to emphasize the great sense of personal loss 
which is felt by his associates on the Board. To the 
officers and councillors of the Society, Mr. Harrison 
was more than a valuable colleague; he was a friend, 
at once kindly and genial, and it is hard to realize that 
he is here no longer to lend graciousness, dignity and 
the tact of a man of affairs to the deliberations of this 
body. He became a Councillor of the Society on No- 
vember 25, 1918, and although his connection with its 
administration was short, he was, between that time 
until two weeks before his death, a most active and 
interested member — wonderfully active, indeed, con- 
sidering his advanced age. Only a short time before 
his fatal illness he was the host of one of the receptions 
given under the auspices of the War Service Committee 
of the Historical Society, and those who were there will 
not soon forget the brief but stirring address which he 
made to the enlisted men of the army, navy and marine 
corps who were present. He was himself a veteran of 
the American Civil War, and this placed him at once 
en rapport with the boys of this generation who had 
served in France and who knew, therefore, all that was 
implied by an armed conflict. It may be added, as an 
example of the charm of Mr. Harrison's character, that 
although he had long given up speaking in public (an 
art in which he was an adept at one time) .and his health 
was by no means good during the winter just passed, 
yet when one of his fellow-Councillors asked him, as a 
personal favor, to say a few words to the boys in 
khaki, he willingly accepted the task and thus con- 
tributed to a really picturesque incident — the greeting 
of a man who had taken part in the naval battles of 
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1861-65, to a group of young heroes, many of whom 
had faced death in the French trenches. As the last 
public appearance of Mr. Harrison nothing could have 
been more picturesque, more patriotic or more fitting 
to the man. It seemed, as it were, the bridging of one 
war-time generation with another, and through it all 
shines out the kindly nature of him who was its central 
figure. 

Mr. Harrison was a member of this Society for fifty- 
one years, as was most appropriate, for he was, in the 
best sense of the word, a typical Pennsylvanian. He 
was the son of Michael Lieb and Virginia Thomas 
Skelton Harrison ; was born in this city, September 19, 
1837, and received his education in the Classical Acad- 
emy of Dr. John W. Faries and in a business college. 
During the Civil War, he served as Paymaster in the 
United States Navy, and in 1897 was appointed by 
President Harrison, Consul General in Egypt. In 
1918, he published "The Homely Diary of a Diplomat 
in the East, 1897-1899, ' ' in which he gives some of his 
experiences and impressions during the period of his 
official residence in the capital of Eygpt. 

Mr. Harrison took an active part in the success of 
the Centennial Exhibition of 1876; was an original 
member of the Committee of One Hundred, and also 
the 1913 Committee of the same name. He was a mem- 
ber of the Advisory Board of the University of Penn- 
sylvania Museum; a Trustee of the Pennsylvania 
Museum and School of Industrial Art; Commander of 
Post 18, Grand Army of the Republic; the Pennsyl- 
vania Commandery of the Loyal Legion and Pennsyl- 
vania Commandery Naval Order of the United States. 
He was also a member of the Genealogical Society of 
Pennsylvania, and the Numismatic and Antiquarian 
Society of Pennsylvania. 

Thomas Skelton Harrison was a courteous gentle- 
man, a warm-hearted friend and a model citizen. The 
Council will long remember him with affection: his 
place will be hard to fill. 



